
Minutes of the Finance Council

May 4, 2021

Present at online meeting: Michael Elder, Dave Sanders, Del Kimbler, Andi Nelson, Becky Turner, Rev.

Christina Branum-Martin, Petra Baer

Stewardship Campaign Planning – Del and Andi reviewed and adjusted a proposed timeline of logistics

for this year’s campaign. They are factoring in a number of variables to set the tone/theme, including

the end of the pandemic -driven government financial support, looking at a two-year trajectory that

would encompass the call for a new settled minister, and the use of professional campaign assistance.

Christina requested access to pledge information to help inform her ministry.

Financial Statements – Raising $3,500 in building-use fees may not be realistic. Michael Kohl and Jane

McLamarrah’s Pawley Island home was auctioned for $3,000. The Canadian condo is in limbo as travel is

still closed to Canada. Meg Williamson approved the move of $750 from the Memorial Fund pass-thru

account to an unrestricted endowment. The new Safety Team of Kathy Crain and Cindy Lee will be

apprised that there is $831 available for approved projects.

Founders’ House Porch Project – The board approved the additional cost incurred by the building code

upgrades that were needed. Rich Walker is confident the project will be completed by August 1, 2021.

Electronic Donation Processing – Becky continues to report that the Vanco system is running well,

adding that most people using the system are opting to cover the 2.75% processing fee. Because each

transaction requires a small accounting system adjustment, Petra will continue to reconcile the sweep

account. Petra requested that a comparison of UUFC-absorbed fees (PayPal vs. Vanco) be compiled for

the July meeting.

UUA Contribution – A formula of sending 5% of a year’s pledge income to the UUA was agreed upon.

Because it is not realistic to reach that in one step, each year will strive to add a minimum of $1,500

toward the annual payment. 2021: $2,500; 2022: $4,000; 2023: $5,500; etc.

Capturing Costs of Donated Items – Becky will begin tracking donated items to reflect the actual cost of

any given program. These include a personal purchase that is then donated, monetary donations to

specific projects, and small, general contributions.

Financial Policy Review – The team pledges to do a review before the end of 2021.

Respectfully submitted,

Petra Baer


