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Each week our 
Sunday School 
children 
demonstrate 
their spirit of 
stewardship - 
caring and 
sharing with 
people in our 
community.   
 
 
They collect 
food from the 
congregation for 
an Outreach 
Committee 
benevolence, 
Clemson 
Community 
Care. 
 
This month we 
hope to 
contribute more 
than just food. 
See page 14 for 
details. 
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March Services Sunday services begin at 10:30 am 
Coffee and conversation follows in the social hall. 

March 2:   Exploring 

Our Spiritual Types.  

UUs are diverse in many 

ways, including what we 

seek from activities and 

services.  We will take a 

look at how our 

personalities lead us to 

seek different 

expressions of religious 

belief.  Rev. Terre 

March 9:   Clay As A 

Metaphor For Life. 

Working with clay is one 

of the oldest human art 

forms.  During our 

service we will look at 

the lessons found in 

working with clay.  

Meredith Walker & Rev. 

Terre 

Remember to spring 
forward one hour Saturday 
night. 

March 16:  Living Our 

Values In The World. 
Exploring Fair Wages 

and Working Conditions 

in America.  Janet 

Marsh, Renee Mendola, 

& Rev. Terre 

March 23:   Updating 

Our Motto from the 

16th Century. Since the 

16th century the 

“motto” of Unitarianism 

has been freedom, 

reason, tolerance—

good responses to 

established churches 

and to those who want 

everyone to think like 

they do.  But it doesn’t 

help to define us 

relative to our cousins in 

progressive Christianity, 

especially in the 50+ 

years since we merged 

with the 

Universalists.  Perhaps it 

is time to search 

through the principles 

and find a capsule 

motto or slogan that 

captures the essence of 

who we are in the 21st 

century.   Holley Ulbrich 

March 30:   Honoring 

Our History —  

Remembering our Work 

for Diversity in Clemson. 

Over our 60 years, many 

of our members have 

helped generations of 

students open their lives 

to new and diverse ways 

of thinking and living.  

We will also recognize a 

gift to UUFC from 

member Maryalice 

Mayberry. Rev. Terre & 

Friends 

Following this service 

we will enjoy a  potluck 

lunch. Our theme is 

Celebrating Diversity! 

We would like you to 

bring a delicious food 

from your ethnic 

heritage, another 

country, or a heritage 

that is otherwise special 

to you. There will be a 

sign-up in the UUFC 

main building hallway. 

Better yet, go to 

www.SignUpGenius. 

com/go/10C084AACAC 

2AA1FF2-diversity 

to sign up online. Tell us 

whether your 

contribution is a main, a 

salad/vegetable, 

dessert, fruit juice/ice 

tea or a bread. Coffee 

and hot tea will be 

provided. 

Dishes from diverse 

cultures will add to the 

focus of our shared 

experience. 

 
 

 
Have you noticed?  UUFC is growing, and Sunday morning attendance has been climbing steadily.  Hurray!  But a 
down side to this is that latecomers often have difficulty finding a seat without awkwardly stepping over people.  Not 
very welcoming, particularly for visitors.   

The Worship Services Committee requests that you fill in the middle seats first, leaving the aisle seats for others who 
arrive later.  Also, please consider choosing seats in the side sections up front, where seats are rarely taken.  In 
addition, signs that say, "Seating for Latecomers" will be placed on the back row of seats, and ushers will direct 
latecomers to them if no others are available.  Parents with very young children may also want to take advantage of 
these seats.   

Thank you for making room for everyone! 

Sunday Morning Attendance 
Submitted by Karel Keel  
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To You Who Bring Small Children to Church 

There you are sitting in worship or 
Bible study. Your child, or toddler, 
is restless. Perhaps they’re even a 
little boisterous. You try to silence 
them, and nothing. You try to 
pacify them with food or toys, and 
nothing. Eventually, you resort to 
the last thing you wanted to do: 
you pick them up, and before a 
watching audience, you make the 
march out of the auditorium. All 
the while, you’re a little 
embarrassed. Maybe you’re a little 
frustrated too. You might even 
think to yourself, “There’s no 
point in coming to church. I get 
nothing out of it because I have to 
constantly care for my kid.” 
 
I want you — you mothers and/or 
fathers — to know just how 
encouraging you are to so many. 
The little elderly woman who often 
feells alone beams with a smile at 
the sight of you wrestling with 
your little one. She’s been there 
before. She knows how hard it can 
be, but she smiles because to hear 
that brings back precious 
memories. To see young parents 
and their small children brightens 
her day, and she may have just 
received bad news this week about 
her health, but seeing the vitality 
of young ones removes — if but 

for a moment — her fears. 
The older man who always seems 
to be grouchy notices you too. 
He’s always talking about how 
children in this day have no 
respect or sense of good. But, he 
sees you — a young family — in 
church, and you don’t miss any 
gathering. Like clockwork, he can 
depend on the sight of you and 
your young family. You give him 
hope that maybe the church isn’t 
doomed after all, because there are 
still young parents who love God 
enough to bring their restless 
children to worship. 
 
Then there’s everybody else. Some 
people will honestly become 
frustrated by noisy children in 
church. They have this warped 
idea that reverence includes 
absolute silence. It doesn’t. When 
parents brought their children to 
Jesus, the disciples rebuked them 
(Matt. 19.13-15), but Jesus 
rebuked His disciples. He said, 
“Let the little children come to me 
and do not hinder them, for to such 
belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 
The term translated “children” in 
Matthew and Mark is paidon. The 
root of the word “pedagogue” is 
from this word. It defined children 
of either an infant state, or more 

particularly, it was with reference 
to those who were half-grown and 
could be either males or females. 
 
When Luke wrote his account of 
this narrative, he used the 
word brephos; which means 
“infants.” Luke wasn’t 
contradicting Matthew and Mark’s 
account, because Luke wrote that 
they brought the infants 
“also” (Luke 18.15-17). They 
would have squirmed, maybe even 
cried. This was likely why the 
disciples rebuked the parents; as 
well as that they might have 
thought that the children were too 
young to understand the blessing 
Christ pronounced over them. 
 
Bring your children to church. If 
you don’t hear crying, the church 
is dying. As hard as it might be for 
you as a parent who’s half-asleep, 
keep on doing what you’re doing. 
You are an encouragement, and 
you’re starting off your children’s 
lives as you should. 
 
Hunter, Steven, “To You Who Bring 

Small Children to Church.” Weblog 
entry. Veritas Venator. September 25, 
2013. February 19, 2014 (http://
veritasvenator.com/2013/09/25/to-
you-who-bring-small-children-to-
church/ 
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Dear Friends, 

 

At last spring is coming!  Change is upon us once 

again!  This will be my second spring in Clemson.  

Last week I was so happy to feel spring coming after 

our snowy days that I just wanted to kneel down and 

kiss the ground.  Spring’s changes seem to bring on 

other seasonal changes in habits and activities.  New energy begins stirring. 

In a similar way the energy that emerges from shared projects and activities brings on new ideas about how we 

might function together as a community. By now, most of you have noticed the big change in the social hall 

where our new equipment makes it possible for us to watch the service from there.  Babies can crawl around 

and folks don’t feel embarrassed when that cough just won’t stop or an achy back means we need to walk 

around rather than sit.  AND we can have movie nights and other activities made possible through this 

wonderful new equipment.  We are entering the technological age! 

 

Of course, in both life and community change often happens “under the radar.”  I am so impressed by the work 

our board and leaders are doing to clarify how to most effectively support our volunteers.  Some things need to 

be changed, other things need to be enhanced.  As we grow, the need for more communication becomes 

inevitable. Sometimes we might feel that “our right hand doesn’t know what our left hand is doing.”  And 

sometimes that is a reality.  I have heard it said that we need to see something 7 times for it to stick.  There is so 

much great stuff going on that we often miss out of really great events if we fail to access our website, the 

newsletter and the midweek news for the latest activities.    

 

Our board and leaders have been working hard on things like organizational structure and governance.  These 

aren’t the flashy aspects of congregational life, but they are important to the health of our community.  While 

we don’t choose a faith community because it is well structured, our organization does help things go smoothly 

and helps us take care of our wonderful volunteers—YOU.   It is great to see how we are figuring out systems, 

but this might mean some change in the ways we get things done.  And change—unless it is something like 

winter into spring—can sometimes be discomforting.  We all have our ways of doing things and it is jarring to 

have our routine upset.  I, like you, will eventually get into the new routine.  Changes can help us find better 

ways to care for and nurture one another.  And change often sparks new ideas and creativity.   

 

So with the spring changes, let’s enjoy new ways of being together!  March promises to include some fun and 

interesting activities, so come join us!  After all who heard of having a potter’s wheel in a service and a diversity 

pot luck.   Stay tuned! 

 

Blessings,  Terre Magdalen  

The Reverend’s 
Remarks 

Rev. Terre Balof,  Minister 

Gratitude To Our Volunteer Tellers 
 
We wish to thank those who contribute their time as members of the band of faithful volunteer tellers who assist 
the Receiving Treasurer each Sunday in counting, tallying and reporting the weekly offering and other income:  
 
Marty Bynum, Susan Chandler, Susan Clay, Elaine Fredendal,  Sarah Harcum, Charlotte Holmes, Karen Hiebel 
(and Catherine!), Marguerite Kirsch, Bill Meldrum, Dorris Sias, Bob Snelsire, Scott Templeton and Carolyn 
Turner.  We couldn't do it without them! 
 
With gratitude,  
 

Jeannine Varenhorst, Associate Treasurer, Receiving and Sandra Sanderson, Treasurer 
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Anniversaries focus our thinking, 
inspire us, and sometimes they 
transform us into poets or philosophers.  
We are in the midst of our 60th 
anniversary celebration and much is 
going on, but a different anniversary 
prompted my musings here.  For me, 
anniversary-inspired reflections 
continue to deepen after the 
celebrations have passed, and that’s 
especially so right now in the year 
following the 50th anniversary of the “I 
Have a Dream” speech and The March 
on Washington.  Looking ahead to a 
coming UUFC service in March on 
diversity has nudged me further along 
the path and made me wish to 
invigorate our thinking prior to the 
service. 
 
In the January Newsletter, I offered 
some thoughts on the Clemson 
community at the time our founders 
were at work.  Those days are long 
gone, but regionally we remain up to 
our ears in echoes and artifacts of the 
time, maybe best thought of as 
customs.  Many are plain to see, but 
still we have to look and listen 
deliberately to notice them.  We’re like 
folks who live close to railroad tracks 
but don’t notice the trains.  Customs are 
sort of like trains that carry us along, 
unheard until someone decides to 
listen.  My hope here is to allow some 
additional past times in our State to 
afford insight (insight!) into why 
continued advocacy for diversity 
remains so necessary. 

 
I picked a few meaningful, but now 
little noted, episodes from our past to 
look at, and I believe that browsing a 
couple of documents or taking a short 
detour can render them personal, even 
now.  The acute issues of their times, 
slavery, disunion, and later - racial 
segregation, are dead and gone legally, 
but, if we notice, sentiments and logic 
embedded in archaic language of old 
propositions are familiar and 
disturbingly current.  When we listen, 
they emerge eerily from the “jingle, the 
rumble and the roar” of a train that is 
still passing by. 

 
First, reaching way back to the period 
prior to the Civil War we find one Rev. 
Benjamin Palmer, a South Carolinian 
and then the Pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church in New Orleans.  
Rev. Palmer was described as "one of 
the few greatest preachers of the first 
nineteen centuries of the Christian era."  
In his Thanksgiving sermon of 1860, he 
"…confirmed and strengthened those 
who were in doubt; …gave directness 
and energy to public sentiment—so that 
perhaps no other public utterance 
during that trying period of anxiety and 
hesitancy did so much to bring New 
Orleans and the entire state of 
Louisiana squarely and fully to the side 
of secession and the Confederacy."  On 
that day, his enthused throng scurried 
out of the church to the printers and 
ultimately distributed thirty-thousand 
copies of his sermon across the South.  
Should you wish to read the message 
from one of “the greatest preachers of 
the first nineteen centuries of the 
Christian era,” check this web site, and 
pay attention to the language: 
 
http://www.civilwarcauses.org/
palmer.htm 
 
South Carolina sent Rev. Palmer to 
Louisiana but still managed to be the 
first state to secede and then to lead the 
exodus from the Union.  Even now, one 
can stand in our Capital in Columbia 
and read the Ordinance of Secession, 
chiseled indelibly in stone and plastered 
securely to the wall of our State House.  
Do it; it’s free, and I guarantee 
powerful and complex reactions.  
Relying on Google for the text doesn’t 
come close to being in that building and 
reading the words, so take the detour.  
A more rational insight into both then 
and now (again, insight!) might be 
found by browsing the 
“Justification,” (Declaration of the 
Immediate Causes Which Induce and 
Justify the Secession of South Carolina 
from the Federal Union) found at this 
site: 
 
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/ 
19th_century/csa_scarsec.asp 

Should you visit our Capital, take time 
to read also the moving inscription on 
the Confederate memorial on the 
grounds.  You can’t miss the 
monument, and if a breeze stirs, the 
snapping flag within easy earshot will 
accompany your reading. 
 
In 1947, a group of black citizens of 
Summerton, SC, filed suit against the 
local school board.  The case was 
known as Briggs v. Elliott, and it 
brought Thurgood Marshall and other 
luminaries to the dusty roads and cotton 
patches of Clarendon County, SC.  It 
grew, along with four others, from local 
grievances against unequal treatment 
into a challenge to the constitutionality 
of racial segregation.  The five cases 
were ultimately grouped together and 
became known as the landmark Brown 
v. Board of Education that ended legal 
segregation of the schools.  Here, a side 
note is especially interesting.  Court 
cases are usually known by the name of 
first litigant, taken alphabetically.  
However, at the time, it was felt that a 
case from South Carolina might seem 
to be aimed specifically at the deep 
South and fire up regional passions, 
thereby raising obstacles not faced by a 
case directed more broadly.  But for 
that political calculus, Brown v. Board 
of Education of Topeka, Kansas would 
have been known as the case of Harry 
Briggs v. R. M. Elliott, Chairman of the 
Board of Education of the Summerton 
District Public Schools.  A wonderful 
account of the whole affair, written 
upon another past anniversary, can be 
found at the web site below.  You will 
not regret reading it.  And, should you 
travel along I-95, north of I-26, you can 
hop off the Interstate for just a few 
miles and pass through Summerton.  
There are no monuments. 
 
http://usslave.blogspot.com/2011/06/
brilliant-article-from-2004-edition-
of.html 
 
John Stuart Mill noted that, “The 
despotism of custom is everywhere the 
standing hindrance to human 
advancement.”  We have our work cut 
out for us, for advancing diversity 
won’t be a battle of wits but a fight 
against custom, habit, and blindness.  I 
hope we catch a second wind in March. 

The President’s Column 
Cecil Huey,  2014 Board President 
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Religious Education 
Theresa Pizzuto, Director of Religious Education 

Theresa.pizzuto@gmail.com  

As the congregation continues to 
grow, so do the classes. We are happy 
to see so many new faces and how 
much they enjoy the lessons. 
 
Spirit Play (the elementary learner 
class) is focusing on UU principles 
and people this semester.  We are 
learning about such famous UUs such 
as Frances David, John Murray, 
Beatrix Potter and Joseph Tuckerman. 
We have also learned the meaning of 
the chalice, discussed what it means 
to be a UU and talked about peace and 
hope. Thanks to everyone who 
teaches the children and find it to be a 
rewarding experience. Not only will 
our teachers know who these famous 
UUs are (do you know them all?), 
they have a chance to sit on the floor, 
play with crayons and get to know our 
truly interesting children. Not a bad 
way to spend part of your Sunday 
morning! 
 
The teens continue to explore UU 
principles through TED talks. Ask a 
teen what was discussed and you will 
be surprised. Topics have included: 
 
� Free and responsible search for 

truth and meaning 
� The economic injustice of plastic 
� A garden in my apartment 
� A bath without water 
 
Some months we have dates where we 
combine the classes and do a project 
together. This month, we learned 
about Imbolc/Candlemas, an 

observance that reminds us spring is 
coming soon. Imbolc is earth-based 
and means “belly of the Mother,” 
honoring the seeds beginning to stir. It 
is also a season sacred to the Celtic 
Fire Goddess, Brigit. To celebrate 
this, the children and youth made 
beeswax candles which symbolize the 
light returning to the world. 
 
But it’s not all lessons in RE! We 
helped host a prayer flag party on 
February 16 to make more flags for 
the fellowship, with homemade pizzas 
under the direction of Ellie Taylor. 
And look for Game Night! On Friday, 
March 21; we will all get together in 
the Social Room to play games from 
over the decades. Drop by any time 
between 5-8 pm and enjoy pizza and 
games with people of all ages. Come 
at 5:00 pm and leave early, or drop by 
later and stay until 8:00 pm. Scrabble, 
Yahtzee and Monopoly are all sure to 
make an appearance. 
 
Also on the calendar is a combined 
RE/Grounds work day on March 8th. 
If you are available to help, we are 
looking to do our annual maintenance 
work on the playground. Bring the 
family and bring work tools and enjoy 
pizza together afterward. The more 
hands, the merrier! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
One of the Megs that helps out in the  
nursery, Meg Williamson has been a  
member of UUFC since 2001. Meg  
Was  raised a UU and joined so that 
her son, Duncan, could get some  
spiritual training.  
 
Although Duncan has found a  
different religious home, Meg is a  
happy UU, with her favorite principle  
being the interdependent web of life.  
She lives this: she likes to garden and  
hike and has led wildflower hikes for  
UUFC members in the past. She also  
is in charge of grounds, with a group  
of dedicated volunteers.  
 
Even her job is earth-centered; she  
works at the Clemson University  
Plant Problem Clinic, serving the  
entire state diagnosing plant diseases.  
The job has led her as far  away as  
Cambodia, where she has organized  
workshops and presented.  
 
However, she loves helping in the  
human nursery too; with her son  
almost out of high school, it’s fun to  
play with really young kids again. 
 

Submitted by Christine Prado 

Peace & Hope 
Spring Eternal 

In RE 

Spotlight on  
the faces of RE:  
Meg Williamson 

Turn to page 12 to see photos of the RE experience. 
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UUFC is a certified Green 
Sanctuary congregation.  We are 
committed to protecting the 
interdependent web of life, and 
creating a world in which we 
make reverence, gratitude, and 
caring for Earth central in our 
lives.  

Green Sanctuary meets on the second Tuesday each 
month for lively discussion and taking environmental 
action at UUFC, in our own lives, and in our world.  If 
you are interested in joining, please call Ellie Taylor at 
654-1331 or Ellie@FeedingTheKids.com. 
 
Earth Dialogue  is a new community event that UUFC 
helped create. The next meeting is on Monday, March 
24th.  Earth Dialogue is an informal gathering of students, 
environmental groups, government and others to build 
community action on addressing an increasingly 
catastrophic climate crisis and to foster local 
sustainability efforts.  Earth Dialogue will meet on the 
4th Monday of each month from 5:30-6:30 pm at Friends 
Café in downtown Clemson. A buffet will be available 
beginning at 5 pm. 
 
Foothills Sierra Club meets at UUFC on the second 
Tuesday each month at 7:30 pm.  Congratulations to 
member Frank Powell who was recently elected chair, 
and to Ted Taylor and Arianna Alexandrescu who are 
also on the executive committee.  We encourage you to 
attend and to get involved in this incredible group. 
 
Solar Update:  Momentum continues to build in South 
Carolina for legislation to expand solar opportunities. 
Thank you again for our letter writing campaign last 
December. South Carolina has some of the least solar 
friendly laws in the country that drastically limit the 
amount of solar energy that can be produced.  Two bills 
are currently being considered in the legislature: 1) to 
expand allowable solar energy watts produced per year in 
SC 2) to allow third party leasing (UUFC could rent solar 
panels for our buildings).  When action is needed, Green 
Sanctuary will alert UUFC.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ethical Eating: Is it Worth the Struggle?  
Confessions From a Foodie 

By Ellie Taylor, Nutrition Educator and Author 
 
From the UUA:  Ethical eating recognizes the moral 
dimensions of our food choices. It is about the way we 
raise, buy, and consume our food that has direct effects 
on the earth, plants and animals, our health, and all 
humans who work to make our food available.    

As a believer in our Seven UU Principles, I feel it is my 
responsibility to live consciously and to make choices 
that bring harmony to creation.  This belief encompasses 
all aspects of my life, including food: what I eat, how I 
eat, and what I feed other people, especially children.  
 
Like you, learning to make ethical eating decisions is not 
always easy. I love eating delicious food as much as 
anyone else. I have learned to be gentle with myself and 
my choices using a large measure of self-forgiveness, 
patience and the desire to learn. 
 
While I have a small garden and bake some of my own 
bread, I am unable to grow or produce all of the food I 
need. A grocery store is my only convenient on-going 
source, especially during the winter months. With over 
30,000 choices spread throughout an average of 50,000 
square feet store, it takes both time and information to 
make my decisions.  I also try to buy as much as locally 
grown food as I can, mostly through the Clemson Area 
Food Exchange.  
 
I admit that I cannot be perfect at eating ethically in a 
world where our food supply is a challenge. I keep trying 
to learn more and to do better. While I have grown in 
skills and in passion over the years, deciding what food 
to buy or serve requires thoughtful evaluation of so many 
variables: how and where was the food grown and 
produced; how will my choice impact the Earth and all  
 
 
Ethical Eating continued on page 8…………………… 
 

Earth Matters 
Submitted By: Ellie Taylor 
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I have two joys for my last UUFC Chalice Lighter report. 
First, Priscilla and Steve Phillips did contribute to Call 
160, but were left off the report I received from the South 
East District. Second, it was ten years ago that Priscilla 
Phillips asked me to replace her as UUFC’s Chalice 
Lighter Coordinator. In January, I resigned, and Priscilla 
has agreed to become our coordinator once again. Priscilla 
and Steve have been Chalice Lighters for over 20 years. 
 
I encourage everyone to become Chalice Lighters. 
Perhaps I appreciate UUA and district grant programs 
because I have been a member of five congregations with 
varying degrees of needs. All five have received grants 
either from UUA or their districts. All five are thriving 
congregations today with settled ministers in their own 
buildings. UUFC received a Chalice Lighter grant of 
nearly $16,000.00 when Rev. Prescott came to us in the 

late 1990s. Today, grants are more than $24,000.00. Calls 
go out three times a year and the amount you donate is up 
to you. We donate $15.00 for each call. Congregations in 
my hometown of Morganton, NC and in Florence, SC, are 
not in existence today. Perhaps a grant would have made a 
difference.  
 
You may ask, “Why should I help someone else’s 
congregation?” As a UU for 35 years who moved around 
the world, I was ever so grateful to find a UU 
congregation. Without grants most likely these 
congregations would not have been in existence. Who 
knows where you or your children or grandchildren will 
live in the future? Would you or they appreciate finding a 
UU congregation? When you donate to Chalice Lighters, 
think, I am helping a congregation thrive. 
 

Submitted by Martha Alexander, UUFC Chalice Lighter Coordinator 2004 — 2014 

……………………………..Ethical Eating, continued from page 7 
 
her people; is it more expensive; how far do I have to drive to get it; do the people who grow, fix or serve it make a 
living wage? Other considerations include land and water use, our local food supply and farmers, production 
techniques, packaging that can end up in our landfill and the nutritive value of the final food product.  
 
While it can sounds overwhelming, food and eating are almost always confusing in today’s culture. But  
understanding our relationship to the food we eat – how it is produced, distributed and used – and then making choices 
that reflect our needs, beliefs and values is something we all share.  There are many things we can do together to make 
a difference: one choice at a time both individually and as a church.  
 
All journeys begin by taking one step. I am so glad to be part of a faith community that  is willing to take this journey  
together.  Like other issues of spirit and deep meaning, our best chance is confronting them within sacred community.  
We are all at different places on our path to ethical eating, so Green Sanctuary invites you to join an Ethical Eating 
Group that will meet quarterly to share food and ideas. If you are interested, please let me know at 
elptyl@bellsouth.net or 864-654-1331.   
 
Turn to page 15 in this newsletter to learn more about what UUFC is already doing in respect to ethical eating and 
where to go for more information on this topic. 

Visit our website for information, recipes and resources at 
www.uufc.org/GreenSanctuary  
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 UUFC FAMILY PROMISE SURVEY RESULTS FEB, 2014 
 

Members of UUFC were asked to complete a survey asking whether we should become a Support Church for the Pickens County 
Family Promise Homeless program. Most respondents seemed in favor of getting involved. The Outreach Committee will notify 
Family Promise of UUFC's interest, and is forming a sub-committee to plan for program start-up. Volunteer opportunities will 
start in several months.  There will be training and orientation available for all persons interested.   Total responders: 52. 

Question 1: Should UUFC be a support church for family promise for one year?  

Yes 39 75.00% 

No 5 9.62% 

Maybe 6 11.54% 

Don’t Know 3 5.77% 

Question 2: If you answered "yes", please tell us about your reasons.  

UUFC has a history of supporting emerging human services in this community.  28  

Homelessness is a serious problem that we should be addressing.  33 

It is important to participate in inter-church efforts that combat social injustice.  29 

Not applicable, I did not answer "yes" to the first question.  10 

*Other answers:  6 

Anyone who is at a point in their life to help others should do so on a regular basis.   

Social justice is one of the tenants of our fellowship.  

answers 1-3 apply as to reasons why I say "yes"  

I believe in UUFC's social justice efforts and the importance of serving as an example to others.  

Yes, But only if there is a good-sized outpouring of promised UUFC volunteer support.  

My partner is involved in this effort with the Catholic Church.  I would be willing to help for that 
reason as well.  

Question 3: If you answered "no", please  tell us about your reasons.  

UUFC is overextended and cannot do a good job with an additional obligation.  6  

Homelessness should not be our priority this year.  1 

I am uncomfortable with the Family Promise model.  1 

Not applicable: I did not answer "no" to the first question.  43 

*Other answers:  5 

Age and health reasons. — Cost!  — Do we have the support mechanisms in place financially and 
manpower to do this?  — We are a small fellowship.  I'm not sure we can find enough people to do 
overnight shifts. —  Do we have the human resources to be involved? Regarding the Family Prom-
ise model, I am not uncomfortable with it, but would like more specific information about how this 
model actually helps families move out of homelessness. Are there any success stories to share from 
other communities?  

 

Question 4:   Would you personally be able to volunteer?  

Yes 22 42.31% 

Sorry, No 11 21.15% 

Maybe 21 40.38% 
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Question 5: If you are interested in volunteering, please pick a level.  

More than 4 shifts a year.  3 5.77% 

Four shifts per year.  16 30.77% 

Three shifts per year 8 15.38% 

Two shifts per year 9 17.31% 

One shift per year 10 19.23% 

I am not interested in volunteering.  12 23.08% 

Yes 28 53.85% 

Sorry, No 2 3.85% 

Maybe 14 26.92% 

I am not interested in volunteering 9 17.31% 

Question 6:  If interested, would you be willing to help prepare meals? 

Clemson Area Congregations In Touch (CACIT) 

Presents 

Fort Hill Presbyterian Church 
March 6, 2014    
7:00 – 8:00 PM 

A Forum on Homeless and  
Impoverished School Children 

The Pickens County School District Family Liaisons will 
lead a discussion of the extent of homeless and 
impoverished children in our public school system, the 
services they provide, and actions that can be taken to 
respond to root causes and on-going needs.  We greatly 
appreciate the Family Liaison’s dedication to improving 
the lives of homeless and impoverished children in our 
area. By learning more and working together, all of us 
will become better able to address the problems. 

Please join us! 
 

Submitted by Toni King 

UUFC Annual Yard Sale – April 5, 2014 
 
The Yard Sale is coming!  Starting March 1st, you 
can bring your contributions to the Founders 
House garage any time.  Books are great, 
magazines are not; no clothes, tools, kitchen 
equipment; toys are good sellers.  There will be 
pricing materials and we would be thrilled if you 
would take the time to price them.  The sooner you 
get your stuff to us, the more we can work in 
advance to get ready. 
 
We already have a lot of stuff, but more is very 
welcome.  What we really need are LOTS of 
volunteers to sort and price, to set up and clean up, 
and to work at the sale.  We will be sorting and 
pricing up to the night before the sale, and will let 
you know dates and times in the mid-week 
news.  Jim Rodgers and Holley Ulbrich will also 
be enlisting volunteers at social time and at the 
March 9th trading post, so sign up for a time and 
task that works for you.  We would be grateful for 
volunteers to offer their services via email to 
Holley (holleyulbrich@gmail.com) and we will get 
back to you to nail down time and task. 
 
Yard sales are social events, recycling events, and 
fundraisers for the fellowship all rolled into 
one.  We hope you can find a way to participate. 
 

Submitted by Holley Ulbrich 
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March 5:  The Forgotten Society of the Keowee 

River Valley: A Biography of a Sharecropper, 

Johnny V. Hester by Jerry D. Vickery.   

 

Please Note: Mr. Vickery will be in attendance at 
this meeting. Please join us for dessert and 

conversation with the author. 
 

 

April 2, 2014: When Madeline Was Young by Jane 

Hamilton. A rich and loving novel by the author of The Book of 

Ruth about a non-traditional family in the aftermath of a 

terrible accident. When Aaron Maciver's beautiful young wife, 

Madeline, suffers a head injury in a bicycle crash, she is left 

with the mental capabilities of a six-year-old. In the years that 

follow, Aaron and his second wife care for Madeline with deep 

tenderness and devotion as they raise two children of their 

own. This is an honest and exquisite portrait of how a family 

tragedy forever shapes the boundaries of love. Anchor, 336 

pages, 2007. 

 

 

May 7, 2014:  The Soloist by Mark Salzman. As a child, 

Renne showed promise of becoming one of the world's 

greatest cellists. Now, years later, his life suddenly is altered by 

two events: he becomes a juror in a murder trial for the brutal 

killing of a Buddhist monk, and he takes on as a pupil a Korean 

boy whose brilliant musicianship reminds him of his own past. 

Vintage, 284 pages, 1995. 

 
June 4, 2014: Spilling Clarence by Anne Ursu. In the 

fictional town of Clarence, Minnesota, a breakroom microwave 

sparks a smoky fire at the pharmaceutical factory and triggers a 

massive chemical spill. Over the coming days, the citizens of 

Clarence fall under the spell of a strange and powerful drug 

that unlocks their memories. They become trapped by their 

own reminiscences: of love and death, of war and childhood, of 

family they've lost and sins they've committed. Beautifully 

rendered with a light comic touch, this bittersweet first novel is 

about more than the sum of its beguiling parts. It's about the 

need to remember, and about the bliss of forgetting. A 

universe peopled by exquisitely drawn characters, Spilling 

Clarence is a funny, moving story with a truly original premise 

that introduces the impressive talents of an exciting new 

writer. Hyperion, 204 pages, 2003. 

UUFC Novel Circle 

The Novel Circle invites interested readers to our meetings on the first Wednesday of each month at 7:30 

p.m. at the Founders’ House.  

 

In March we will be hosting the author of the month’s selection (see below) to discuss his book. Dessert 

will be served.  

Submitted by:  Dixie Haywood  

Join in the UUA “Common Read” Book Discussion –
Behind the Kitchen Door 

 
Submitted by Janet Marsh 

 
Minimum wage for workers and tipped workers is fast becoming a major issue 
in the US.  Join the discussion of the 2013-14 UUA ‘Common Read,’ Behind 
the Kitchen Door by Saru Jayaraman on two Sundays, March 30 and April 6, 
9:00 am – 10:15 am in the Library.   

Contact Renee Mendola mendolar@bellsouth.net or Janet Marsh 
jmarsh@clemson.edu.  Topics we will consider are the conditions under which 
10 million restaurant employees work and what we can individually and 
collectively do to be part of the solution and not the problem.   
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Adult Religious Education Classes 
Winter/Spring 2014 

Owning Your Religious Past 
Mar. 3, 10, 24, 31 & April 7 

 
Are you a "born again" UU? The majority 
of Unitarian Universalists come into the 
denomination from other religions; often 
there have been several stops along the 
path into our congregations. Owning 
Your Religious Past provides an 
opportunity to reckon with our religious 
upbringings and integrate them into our 
current religious lives.   
 
The 5 sessions provide insight, 
understanding, and some simple yet 
powerful tools through which we may re-
examine and retrieve positive aspects of 
past religious connections. The 
workshops address the affective elements 
of these connections, rather than dogma. 
 
The sessions are designed to provide both 
group sharing and private exploration, 
using journal writing exercises. 
 
Dates: March 3, 10, 24, 31 and April 7 
 
Monday Evenings, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 
Facilitators: Rev. Terre Balof & Theresa 
Pizzuto, DRE 

The Sources of Unitarian Universalism 
Mar. 24, 31, April 7, 14 

 
From where did our Unitarian 
Universalist faith emerge?  In this class 
participants will explore the multiple 
sources that inform our principles and our 
actions.  The rich diversity of the sources 
of our faith offer us a rich and diverse 
foundation for engaging with the world. 
 
Dates: March 24, 31, April 7, 14 
 
Monday Evenings, 5:00-6:00 p.m. 
 
Facilitator: Holley Ulbrich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Meaningful Life 
April 27, May 4, 11, 18 

 
Have you ever wondered, “Is there 
anything more to life than just being 
alive?” The author of the book 
Ecclesiastes in the Bible did. Please join 
me in looking at the steps he took to find 
a meaningful life.  We will read and 
discuss When All You’ve Ever Wanted 
Isn’t Enough by Harold Kushner from 
9:00 to 10:00 am starting the Sunday after 
Easter and continuing for 3 more: 
 
April 27, The Problem: Chapters 1 & 2 
 
May 4, Steps on the Path: Chapters 3, 4 & 
5 
 
May 11, More Steps on the Path: 
Chapters 6 &7 
 
May 18, The Solution: Chapters 8, 9 & 
10    
 
Facilitator: Meg MacArthur 
 
 
 

Our fourth principle calls for a free 
and responsible search for truth and 
meaning.  One way of honoring that 
principle is to look more deeply into 
the history and content of our living 
tradition.   
 
On four Sundays, March 23rd to April 
13th from 9 to 10 a.m., we will be 
offering a series of discussions of the 
six sources on which we draw for our 
worship and practice as Unitarian 
Universalists — direct experience, 
prophetic voices, world religions, 
Christianity and Judaism, humanism, and 
earth-centered religions.   
We will be using the book A Chosen 

Faith by John Buehrens and Forrest 
Church as our text.  Some of you 
received a copy when you became 
members, or have a copy; there are also 
several copies in the library available 
to loan.  Come and decide which source 
or sources speaks more strongly to your 
faith understanding.  
 
Holley Ulbrich will facilitate the 
series.  Limited to a minimum of 4 and 
a maximum of 10 participants.  There 
will be a signup sheet in the social 
room, or you can email Holley at 
holleyulbrich@gmail.com if you would 
like to participate.  

Adult Faith Development 
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Food and Money for  

Clemson Community 

Care in March 2014 

 

UUFC can be very proud of its good record of donating food 

regularly to Clemson Community Care.  Last year we donated 

2242.092 pounds of food.  Now we are collecting food every 

Sunday to inspire our RE to get involved in the donation too.  

Rev. Terre challenged us to donate a TON of food in 2013.  WE 

DID IT ! ! ! 

The month of March gives us an extraordinary opportunity to 

give more than food, which we will continue to collect each 

Sunday.  In March we can donate MONEY to help CCC provide 

assistance to people needing help with rent, utilities, food 

and medical expenses.  Just make your check out to UUFC 

and put Clemson Community Care - or CCC on the Memo line 

for this month.  You will feel great and the money you donate 

will be matched by the English Fund of the Feinstein 

Foundation.  Every dollar you donate will be doubled by this 

match.  There will be donation envelopes to mail the check 

directly to Clemson Community Care if you wish.  Twenty-five 

percent of our undesignated money will be donated to CCC 

this month.  Be generous. 

Bring your food each Sunday.  That would be Peanut Butter, 

Pork N Beans, Tuna, Canned Meats, Jell-O, Pudding, dry and 

canned Milk, canned and dry Beans, Potatoes, Paper Towels, 

Napkins, and Toiletries.  Donate your money too.  Our next 

major CCC collection will be in August, so begin now with 

your money donations. 

Thanks for your continued generosity. 

Carol Ward and Phyllis Phillips 

Windham Hill Recording artists  

Legends of the Celtic Harp  

in concert at UUFC 

Tuesday April  1    7:00 pm 

 
LEGENDS OF THE CELTIC HARP with Patrick 
Ball, Lisa Lynne & Aryeh Frankfurter is a musical 
journey into the heart of a legendary 
instrument. Three of the premier Celtic harpers 
in the world have created a dramatic ensemble 
that takes you deep into the myths, stories, 
magic and fabled history of this 
most captivating instrument.  
 
Legends of the Celtic Harp is a trio of Celtic 
harpers who hail from Northern California. They 
have toured extensively throughout the US to 
sold out audiences and rave reviews. One 
recent review states "Legends of the Celtic 
Harp is a blend of music and oratory, falling 
somewhere between concert and theater. It 
spanned nearly the range of human feeling, 
from humor to tragedy, tenderness to rage, 
reality to mysticism, and more besides. The 
effects were powerful and 
exhilarating.” (Presenter Review) 
 
You will hear three Celtic Harps including the 
rare wire strung, Swedish Nyckelharpa, Cittern 
and Irish Bouzouki intertwined with moving 
stories from historic journals, myths and 
legend.  
 

$18/advanced  sales ,  $15 for senior/students/

military/congregational members 

 

$20/ at the door - $18 for seniors/students/military/

congregational members 
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  Co-Editors:     Andi Nelson  & Mary Orem   
             Distribution:   via website (www.uufc.org) 

 
Official Publication of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Clemson.  

 
UUFC World is published 11 times a year. All articles are due on the 20th of the month preceding 
publication. Articles can be      e-mailed to:  UUFCWorld@gmail.com  
 
We welcome new ideas, opinions, poems, inspiring quotations, advertisements, photos, artwork, and of 
course UU-related news! 

 

UUFC WO RL D 

230 PENDLE TO N ROAD 

CLE MSON SC 29631 

Ethical Eating:  What UUFC is Already Doing: 
 

� Buying and using only Fair Trade coffee and 

chocolate for Hospitality.  Also fair trade foods 

offered for sale at Trading Post. 

 
� Offering healthier choices during Hospitality 

Time, especially for our children and those with 

special needs. 

 
� Supporting efforts to combat hunger in our 

area through our weekly food contributions and 

our support of the UU Service  Committee 

(UUSC.org). 

 
� Using the least packaged foods and locally 

produced foods at UUFC events when possible. 

 
� Supporting local food potlucks, local 

farmer’s markets, locally owned food vendors 

like catering services and restaurants. 

 
� Posting resources and links about food and 

eating on our Green Sanctuary website. 

 
� Providing Earthboxes and gardening sup-

plies to Clemson Community Care. 

 
� Supporting raised-bed children’s garden at 

Clemson Child Development Center. 

 
� Making sure that meals we provide for Our 

Daily Rest (and soon Family Promise) provide 

high quality flavor along with excellent nutrition. 
Presenting education programs for children and 

adults on gardening, food, and cooking. 

Some Recommended Ethical Eating Resources 
More at www.UUFC.org/GreenSanctuary 

 
Ethical Eating 

UUA Ethical Eating: www. UUA/environment/eating 

 

 Books 
The Ethics of What We Eat: Why Our Food Choices Matter, by Singer 

and Mason 
 
In Defense of Food: An Eater's Manifesto by Michael Pollan  

 
Local Foods 

CAFÉ – Clemson Area Food Exchange for ordering local food directly from 

growers and producers, clemsonareafoodexchange.com/ 

 
SC Agriculture Department: Certified Locally Grown,  

www.certifiedscgrown.com 

 
Healthier Plant-Based Recipes 

US Government Resources:  www.choosemyplate.gov/healthy-eating-

tips.html 
 
Worlds Healthiest Foods: www.whfoods.com/ 

 
Books 

Simple Vegetarian Pleasures by Jeanne Lemlin 

 
The Southern Vegetarian Cookbook: 100 Down-Home Recipes for the 
Modern Table by Justin Fox Burks and Amy Lawrence  
 

Healthier Meatless Recipes 
Meatless Monday: http://www.meatlessmonday.com/ 
  
 

ETHICAL EATING  
Nothing affects the environment more than what we eat. 
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UUFC 2014 Board of Trustees 
President ....................................... Cecil Huey 
President-Elect ............................... Toni King 
Past President ........................... Karen Hiebel 
Secretary ................................... Liz Branstead 
Treasurer ........................... Sandra Sanderson 
Council Chair  ............................. Mary Orem 
At Large................................. Susan Clay and 
 .................................................... Chad Carson 

 Personnel ...................................... Pat Zungoli 
 

Staff & Volunteers 

 

Minister ......................... Reverend Terre Balof 
Reverend Balof’s Office Hours:  By Appointment 

 

Director of RE: ....................... Theresa Pizzuto 
Administrator ........................... Susan Watson 

Phone: 654-5959 
Email:  uufcadm@gmail.com   

Main Bldg. Phone:       654-5980 
Office Hours:  M—F  11:00 am until 2:00 pm 

 
She Sings ........... Elaine Fredendall,  654-3834 
Disbursing Treasurer ........ Sandra Sanderson 
Receiving Treasurer ...... Jeannine Varenhorst 
  
Newsletter Editors:    Andi Nelson, Mary Orem 
Webmasters:          Susan Watson/Wayne Wolk 
UUFC Website:                              www.uufc.org  
 

2014 COUNCIL OF  
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

  

Board Representative and Chair of Council 
Mary Orem 

 
Buildings:    Mary Meldrum 
Communications:   Wayne Wolk 
Green Sanctuary Ellie Taylor 
Grounds:    Meg Williamson 
Membership:  Ed Garbe, Interim   
Outreach:            Nancy Brown 
Religious Education Meg MacArthur 
Stewardship:  Janet Marsh 
Worship Services: Ed Garbe  
 
Please report corrections and/or omissions to 
Andi Nelson at andine@bellsouth.net.  

Unitarian Universalist Association of 
Congregations 

 
We affirm  and promote: 
• the inherent dignity and worth of all people 
• justice, equity and compassion in human 

relations 
• a free and responsible search for truth and 

meaning 
• the right of conscience and use of the democratic 

process 
• a goal of world community with peace, liberty 

and justice for all       
• acceptance of one another and encouragement of 

spiritual growth 
• respect for the interdependent web of existence 

of which we are a part. 

Other Important Announcements 
 
Emergency Contacts 
The Care Committee asks that members and 
friends send emergency contact information to the 
office at uufcadm@gmail.com. This information will 
be held in a confidential file and will be used only 
for a health or other emergency.   
 
UU and You 
Are you interested in UUFC membership or 
interested in finding out more about Unitarian 
Universalism?  Join us for UU and You, a 2-part 
orientation class to be held on April 6 and May 4 
following social hour.  Lunch will be provided.  
During the sessions we will share our spiritual 
odysseys, learn some history of Unitarian 
Universalism as well as about how to get connected 
with our Fellowship.  To register and for more 
information, please email Rev. Terre at 
tbalof@gmail.com. 
 
Meditation Service 
On Thursday, March 13 at 7pm in the sanctuary 
there will be a service of meditation and prayers of 
healing for those who request to be included.  All 
are invited to participate. 


