
EVIL

Opening Words

We gather this day in expectation and in hope.  To this gathered circle we bring memories and connections, hopes and fears and aspirations.  May we renew again that fellowship which is deepened and enriched by our sharing.  May we be reminded again of the wider horizons of our human community.  And may we hold one another in that esteem that makes family of us all.

-- Calvin Dame

Discussion Topic: Evil

See No Evil … Hear No Evil … Speak No Evil

Axis of Evil

Deliver Us from Evil

Pandora’s Box of Evils

The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil

Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil

I believe that ignorance is the root of all evil. And that no one knows the truth.    -Molly Ivins 

The world is a dangerous place to live, not because of the people who are evil, but because of the people who don't do anything about it.      -Albert Einstein
Without followers, evil cannot spread.    -Spock, "And The Children Shall Lead", Star Trek
Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then he is not omnipotent.  Is he able, but not willing? Then he is malevolent.  Is he both able and willing? Then whence cometh evil?  Is he neither able nor willing? Then why call him God?    -Epicurus

I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create Evil: I the LORD do all these things.    –Isaiah 45:7

He who passively accepts evil is as much involved in it as he who helps to perpetrate it. He who accepts evil without protesting against it is really cooperating with it.     -Martin Luther King, Jr. 

· What is “Evil”?  Is there universal agreement about what constitutes Evil?  
· Where does Evil come from?  
· Is the nature of mankind good or Evil?  
· If God created everything, did he create Evil too?  Or is Evil a man-made concept?  
· Is our concept of Evil simply the result of cultural conditioning or is it inherent in the nature of man?
· Consider all the evil in popular books and movies.  Why do some people seem so fascinated by evil?    
· What prevents you from committing Evil deeds?  
· If you are aware of Evil and do nothing to stop it, are you Evil too?  
Closing Words

Life is too transient to be cruel with one another;

It is too short for thoughtlessness,

Too brief for hurting.

Life is long enough for caring,

It is lasting enough for sharing,

Precious enough for love.

Be gentle with one another.

-- Richard Gilbert


