
MUSIC

Opening Words:

We live within our limits.

We compose a life out of finite time.

We sing the melody of meaning in cathedraled space,

Working out a distinctive tune.

We walk in harmony with all that is,

In cosmos and community,

Seeking to attune ourselves with the music of the spheres,

Knowing our existence is but a single note

In a vast universal symphony.

We move in oscillating rhythms --

Now with bursts of energy,

Now with the richness of repose --

Reveling in the variety of the beat,

Stepping to our own music,

No matter how measured or far away.

We live within dissonance, for concord is not guaranteed.

Often we are out of tune, inharmonious, out of step.

Dissonance creates its own meaning

Moving within the score,

Providing contrasts that enrich the songs we would sing.

Music is a metaphor for existence.

-- Richard Gilbert

Discussion Topic: Music

Music, in all its many forms, is and always has been a part of most everyone's life.  Our group's very name IMAGINE was inspired by the music of John Lennon.  Why is music so important to us?  What would life be like without a sound track to accompany it?  I remember a Sunday service at UUFC several years ago when Elaine Fredendall read a speech that Karl Paulnack, pianist and director of the Boston Conservatory’s music division, gave to the parents of incoming freshman students in 2004 and the profound effect it had on me.  Some of you may also have been there to hear this or may have read it elsewhere.  It has stuck with me, and I think it would be a good prompt for a discussion of what music does for us and why music matters.  You can read the speech at http://www.bostonconservatory.edu/music/karl-paulnack-welcome-address
 

Here are some questions to ponder:
· What is your favorite genre of music?  Do you have a favorite piece of music?  What does this music do for you?  Why do you like it?
· Do you now or have you ever made music yourself, either vocal or instrumental?  What is that experience like?  How is making music with other people (e.g., a band, an orchestra, a choir) different from making music individually?
· How is the experience of attending a live musical performance different from listening to recorded music?
· Are you familiar with the music of other cultures?  How is it different from our own?
· Does music evoke memories of events or experiences?  Or does the memory evoke the music?  Share some of these with us.
· According to Paulnack, the Greeks saw music as "the study of relationships between invisible, internal, hidden objects."  Paulnack goes on to say that "Music has a way of finding the big, invisible moving pieces inside our hearts and souls and helping us figure out the position of things inside us."  What do you make of this?
· If, as Richard Gilbert says, “Music is a metaphor for existence,” what music best sums up your existence?
 

Feel free to bring a favorite piece of music with you and share a bit of it with us if you'd like.

Closing Words:

After silence, that which comes nearest to expressing the inexpressible is music. 

-- Aldous Huxley

